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The Right Wing:
Germany 1918 -1920
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The Freikorps, or volunteer units, are one example of paramilitary groups. In 1919 they posed more of a threat than both the Nazis and the Communists as there were up to 150 separate groups operating in Germany at this time. With 250,000 members altogether, many of the recruits were ex-servicemen who had just served in the trenches. They were anti-socialist, anti-semitic (hatred of the Jews) and very right wing. 
Because of their hatred of Communists the Freikorps were used to put down the Spartacist (Communist) Rising in Berlin in 1919. They were ruthless and showed no mercy, murdering both Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg, the Spartacist leaders.

In 1920 the Freikorps were either disbanded or incorporated into the regular army. This was because the Treaty of Versailles came into force and limited the number of military personnel that Germany could have to 100,000 men.

In response to limits imposed by the Allies upon the size of the German Army Dr. Wolfgang Kapp, a Prussian Civil Servant with strong Nationalist views, staged an attempted putsch with units of the Freikorps (5,000 men) in Berlin in March 1920. The army did not try to stop Kapp’s putsch against the Government and as a result the countries politicians fled from Berlin to Dresden. Kapp declared a new national government in their absence. 
The Weimar Government called for a general strike hoping that the workers would help them if the army wouldn’t. Workers in the essential services – gas, electricity, water and transport responded. Without these services it was impossible for Kapp’s new government to rule effectively and within days he fled abroad. The politicians returned to Berlin, but those involved in the Kapp Putsch escaped punishment. After all, what could the government do to them without the support of the army?










The Kapp Putsch, 1920
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